We read with interest the report by Aptecar et al.
Diurnal Rhythms and Hemostatic Factors in Atrial Fibrillation
In a recent publication, Li-Saw-Hee et al. (1) measured plasma concentrations of soluble p-selectin, von Willebrand factor, soluble thrombomodulin and fibrinogen at 6-h intervals in patients with atrial fibrillation and detected no variation in levels of these hemostatic factors over a 24-h period. On the basis of these results, it was concluded that atrial fibrillation was associated with a loss of diurnal variation in these hemostatic factors, and that this could contribute to the high risk of stroke and thromboembolic complications in this condition. However, we believe that there are a number of issues related to the experimental design and data interpretation of this study that cast doubt on the validity of these conclusions.
First, measurement of hemostatic factors was performed at 6-h intervals: 12 midnight, 6 AM, 12 noon, and 6 PM. While this may
